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Sons of the | family fought in Japan and the United States
by Mieko Tsukamoto

[Abstract] This is a part of family history focusing on two brothers who happen to be “kibei,” those
born in America, raised in Japan and who returned to the United States just before World War 1I
(WW 1I), and also to be a “No-No Boy,” those who answered “no” to the Loyalty Registration given
at internment camps.

About 110,000 Japanese Americans living on the West Coast were sent to concentration camps
during WW 1I , officially for the sake of “national security.” About two thirds of the internees were
American-born Japanese with U.S. citizenship. The Loyalty Registration given by the U.S. govern-
ment split the internees, especially the American-born Japanese. Those who answered “Yes” joined
the army and received an improved reputation. An example of this is the 100th Infantry Battalion.
Those who answered “No” stayed at the internment camps and had a difficult time as socially mar-
ginalized outcasts.

[Keywords] American-born Japanese, Kibei, No-No Boy, World War 1 , Family history



