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Study on cultural experience activities for revitalizing local communities
EDAGAWA, Akitoshi

[Abstract] Structural reforms focusing on decentralization of power have allowed local govern-
ments to undertake a broader range of cultural activities than ever before. However, such activities
are mainly financed with subsidies from the national government and donations from companies, be-
cause local governments do not have sufficient sources of revenue on their own. Meanwhile, the 21st
century is being called the era of art and culture. Although local citizens are impacted mentally as
well as economically by the deteriorating employment situation, they are mentally encouraged by ar-
tistic and cultural activities. Moreover, there have been a growing number of cases where local com-
munities are revitalized by artistic and cultural activities.

This research is designed to identify activities that local citizens can experience in daily life in an
effort to see if the local communities have gained control over cultural activities that used to be
shackled by subsidies, guidance and advice from the national government (in other words, to see if
such local cultural activities meet the needs of this era of decentralization). The data reflect financial
aspects of these activities quite accurately. Having said that, each local government takes different
measures for the target activities, from improving local cultural standards (e.g. increasing the num-
ber of local citizens who appreciate such activities), preserving traditional performing arts, enhancing
publicity, increasing the number of people engaged in exchange programs, to community develop-
ment (e.g, measures against depopulation). It is worth noting that most of these activities are under-
taken by municipalities and non—profit organizations.

While the 21st century has been dubbed the era of decentralization with the 1999 passage of the
Law Concerning Decentralization of Government Authority, local governments receive subsidies ex-
ceeding 50% of their budgets from the Japan Foundation for Regional Art Activities under the con-
trol of the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

[Key words] cultural experience activities, artist in residence, measures against depopulation, Ja-
pan Foundation for Regional Art—Activities, subsidies, inflexibility of public finance



