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Cultural Influences When Children View Moving Images on Film
— Verification of Change in Developmental Stages —
by Mieko Tsukamoto

[Abstract] Children’s perceptions of images on film may now be widely used as tools for understand-
ing educational settings, perceptions, and various stages of child development. The author examines
the results of an audio-visual survey conducted with elementary school children in both Japan and
northern California, supporting the idea that children store visual images in their memory. It has
now become clear, however, that after watching a film, children reconstruct these images not only
by using their immediate perceptions, but also by using cultural influences as well. A study con-
ducted at a private elementary school in California showed that the ratio between children who
draw images from immediate perceptions and those who draw images reconstructed from cultural
influences indicates significant differences between fourth graders and fifth graders. This finding
implies that a change in cultural influences could occur by the time of the developmental stage of
the child. The present paper examines the facts gleaned from these surveys in order to ascertain
whether or not this hypothesis can be applied generally. It is pointed out, however, that compara-
tive data collected on two occasions from children at a Japanese bilingual bicultural school in Cali-
fornia did not support the hypothesis.

[Keywords] visual memory, cultural influences, developmental stages, survey, elementary school
children



