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Cultural Influences on Children’s Drawings of Snowmen:
A Comparative Study of Brazilian Schools in Japan and Japanese Schools in Brazil
By Mieko Tsukamoto

[Abstract] This study reports the result of an audio-visual survey conducted between Brazilian
schools in Japan and Japanese schools in Brazil. Following extensive audio-visual surveys in both Ja-
pan and northern California, the author found that about 40 percent of the U.S. 4th graders drew
3-ball snowmen after watching a film portraying one, which supports the idea that children store vi-
sual images in their memory. Furthermore, the children were found to reconstruct images after
watching the film not only using their immediate perceptions but also relying on cultural influences.
A comparative study of Brazilian schools in Japan and Japanese schools in Brazil showed that the
proportion of children who drew images from immediate perceptions and those who drew images
reconstructed from cultural influences indicated significant differences between those living in Ja-
pan and those living in Brazil.

[Key words] visual memory, cultural influences, comparative study, Brazilian school, Japanese school

in Brazil, snowman



