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The Constitution’s freedom provisions and “geido’, traditional Japanese performing arts
By Akitoshi Edagawa

[Abstract] Since the beginning of the 21st century, the Japanese government has been developing a
subsidy-based administrative framework to support art and cultural activities of the people, for ex-
ample, by enacting the fundamental law for the promotion of culture and arts and the theater law.
Meanwhile, this policy can lead to paternalistic cultural management by the government through
subsidies to the arts. In retrospect, Japan aimed to create “a culture and arts-oriented nation” in the
immediate postwar period, when the current Constitution was enacted. However, this slogan fell into
neglect during the subsequent rapid economic growth period. This paper discusses the relationship
between art activities and the freedom guaranteed to the people by the Constitution, which is the
most important right for art and cultural activities. The paper also examines how the Constitution,
the basic law for the state, interferes in “geido” (literally, “the way of arts”), a term that refers to Jap-
anese traditional performing arts and techniques. Geido is similar to arts, but has a more closed sys-
tem. To examine the interference, the author refers to the issue of the legal effect of constitutional
rights provisions on relations between private individuals and the legal theory of sub-societies. The
results will provide a means of analysis of the relationship between the government and artists in

cultural administration.

[Key words] modern civil society, effect on relations between private individuals, theory of sub-societ-
ies, subsidy-based administration, private and public spheres



