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The substance of the Asahi Shimbun report withdrawals
By Junichi Seto

[Abstract] The Asahi Shimbun withdrew “Yoshida record” report on Fukushima Daiichi (First) nu-
clear power plant accident in the autumn of 2014. Asahi also withdrew “Yoshida testimony” report
on the comfort women, and submitted an apology that the decision on temporary stoppage of a se-
ries column by Akira Ikegami. Asahi president resigned. A few number of media developed intense
“Asahi Shimbun bashing”. This became one of the biggest incidents in the media history.

I feel, however, some emptiness about this incident. The critical mistake by the Asahi executives
was not the withdrawal but their reactions. “Yoshida record” report has some errors, but was not de-
served the withdrawal. It could be a scapegoat for the president resignation. The president includ-
ing the executives is quite responsible for ending the incident putting priority on saving their faces.
On the other hand, the criticizing sides were not praiseworthy. It is apparent that this incident dam-
aged the national trust on the whole media, and considerable circulation decrease occurred including
criticizing sides.

In my report, I inspect the “Yoshida record” and “Yoshida testimony” coverages to clarify the issues
and what we should learn. From this viewpoint, I discuss the substance of the Asahi report with-

drawals.

[Key words] Fukushima nuclear power plant accident report. Comfort women report. Journalism



