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Long was the great Figg, by the prize fighting
Swains,

Sole Monarch acknowledg’d of Marybone Plains;

To the Towns, far and near, did his Valour
extend,

And swam down the River from 7hame to Gravesend;

Where 1iv’d Mr. Sutton, Pipe—maker by Trade,

Who, hearing that Figg was thought such a stout
Blade,

Resolv’d to put in for a Share of his Fame,

And so sent to challenge the Champion of 7hame.

(11. 1-8)
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Do

Were Hector himself, with Apol//o to back him,

To encounter with Sutton,—zooks! how he would
thwack him!

Or Achilles, tho’ old Mother Thetis had dipt him.

With Figg—odds my Life! how he would have

unript him! (11. 85-88)
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Here may I sit and fear no slaying

Mid those meek masters of sword—-playing;

Lay wagers, laugh at Figg and Stokes,

And all our harmless fighting folks. (11. 59-62)
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Amphitheatre for the Manly Exercise of Boxing”)

("Proposals for Erecting an
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Sing, sing, O Muse, the dire contested Fray,
And bloody honours of that dreadful day,

When Phaeton’s bold Son (tremendous Name)
Dar’d Neptune’'s Off-spring to the Lists of Fame,
(11.1-4)
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Folo B EREYE, 4 BIEEE IR ML,

As from their Hive the clust’ring Squadrons pour,
O’er fragrant Meads to sip the vernal Flowr;
So from each Inn the legal Swarms impel,

0f banded Seers, and Pupils of the Quill.
Senates and Shambles pour forth all their Store,
Mindful of Mutton, and of Laws no more;
E’en Money Bills, uncourtly, now must wait,
And the fat Lamb has one more Day to bleat.
The Highway Knight now draws his Pistol’s Load,
Rests his saint Steed, and this Day franks the

Road. (11. 19-28)
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There many a martial Son of 7ottt nham lyes,
Bound in Deverlian Bands, a Sacrifice
nor must view the Prize.

(11.37-9)

To angry Justice,
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Fierce glow’d his Looks, which spoke his inward
Rage,
He leaps the Bar, and bounds upon the Stage.
The Roofs re—eccho with exulting Cries,
And all behold him with admiring Eyes.
(11. 5-8)
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Where e’er you drove, each Inn confess’d your Sway,
Maids brought the Dram, and Ostlers flew with Hay.
But know, tho’ skill’d to guide the rapid Car,
None wages like thy Foe the manual War.

(11. 17-20)
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Soon as the Ring their ancient Warrior view'd,

Joy fill’d their Hearts, and thundring Shouts
ensu’d;

Loud as when o’er Thamesis gentle Flood,

Superior with the 7riton Youths he rowd;

While far a—head his winged Wherry flew,

Touch’d the glad Shore, and claim’d the Badge its
due. (11. 29-34)
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Th’ impatient Youth, inspir’d by Hopes of Fame,
First sped his Arm, unfaithful to its Aim;
The wary Warrior, watchful of his Foe,
Bends back, and scapes the death—designing
Blow;
With erring Glance it sounded by his Ear,
And whizzing, spent its idle Force in air.
(11. 5-10)
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Now grappling, both in close Contention join,

Legs lock in Legs, and Arms in Arms entwine;

They sweat, they heave, each tugging Nerve they
strain,

Both, fix’d as Oaks, their sturdy Trunks
sustain.

At length the Chief his wily Art display’d,

Poiz’d on his Hip the hapless Youth he laid;

Aloft in Air his quiv’ring Limbs he throw'd,

Then on the Ground down dash’d the pond’rous Load.

(11. 23-30)
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Incessant now their Hollow Sides they pound,
Loud on each Breast the bounding Bangs resound;
Their flying Fists around the Temples glow,
And the Jaws crackle with the massy Blow.
(11. 63-6)
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