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Cultural Influences on Children’ s Drawings: Comparison between Brazilian and Peruvian Drawings in Japan
and Japanese Drawings in Brazil and Peru
by Mieko Tsukamoto

[Abstract] Visual image is regarded as a communicative tool used worldwide that enables us to understand
without languages. However, results of audio-visual surveys conducted in three schools in the U.S, a Japanese
bilingual school, a Spanish immersion school, and a monolingual school contradicted this; the data showed that
about 40 percent of children drew snowmen composed of three balls of snow after watching a film showing
snowmen constructed of two balls of snow. The results also revealed that these percentages among three schools
were different: the monolingual school had the highest percentage, followed by the Spanish immersion school
and then the Japanese bilingual school. The results substantiate a hypothesis that children’ s drawings may be
affected by their cultural background. To verify this, in this study, data on children’ s drawings from Brazilian
and Peruvian schools in Japan and Japanese schools in Brazil and Peru were collected and analyzed. Data
regarding fourth to sixth graders were used to eliminate the age factor. The results showed significant
differences between Brazilians and Peruvians living in Japan and Japanese living in Brazil and Peru and
supported the hypothesis.

[Keywords] visual survey, cultural influences, child s drawing, Brazilians and Peruvians living in Japan, visual
memory
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