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Cultural Influences Involved in Memorizing Film Image of Snowmen:
Verification Conducted by Audio-Visual Survey at an American High School

by Mieko Tsukamoto

[Abstract] The author has been conducting audio-visual surveys in Northern California as part of
this study since 2009. Through a series of surveys, it has found that about 40 percent of fourth graders
in the US. drew three-ball snowmen after watching a film portraying two-ball snowmen. This supports
the idea that the children reconstructed images after watching the film by not only using their
immediate perceptions of objects but also relying on cultural influences. Further analysis have been
done whether these images change or not depending on their developmental stage by comparing data
among different grades at three schools. However, each survey revealed varied results. In this study
data collected from one hundred and twenty-six high school students is examined to compare with that
of fourth graders at a Spanish immersion elementary school in the same school distric. Consequently,
it was found that 36 percent of the high school students drew three-ball snowmen after watching the
film, which is close to the percentage of fourth graders (39 percent). The result implies that children’ s
visual image memory does not change depending on their developmental stage.

[Keywords] cultural influence, audio-visual survey, visual image memory, American high school
students, snowman
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