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Is intercultural translation (interpretation) possible?
-Insight into the mutual understanding of culture and art from the viewpoint of Gédel’ s incompleteness theorems-

By Akitoshi EDAGAWA

[Abstract] Intercultural exchange in the field of culture and art is being influenced by the recent
advancement of economic globalization. Both culture and art have two aspects. One is that they are
closely related to regional characteristics. On the other hand, they have a universal aspect because it
is possible for culture and art to be shared among people around the world beyond time and space.
Western art, for example, was introduced into Japan during the Meiji period. Having a distinctive
formality, Western art has been subject to general appreciation among the Japanese since then.
However, the translation issue has stood in the way of Japanese people’ s attempts to appreciate
Western art correctly. How to translate Western art in light of Japanese culture has constituted a
fundamental issue for its appreciation. Japan has regional characteristics that are different from
Western countries.

Therefore, it is doubtful that people in Japan have understood and interpreted Western art correctly,
although Western art has been developed beyond time and region. This thesis is designed to show
that performing cultural interpretation, especially artistic interpretation, beyond time and space is
theoretically impossible by using Godel s incompleteness theorems and the limits of reason, an idea
developed by Kant. The thesis then seeks the general public’ s understanding of a likely tendency by
people to perform a free interpretation of culture and art in view of the limitation on interpretation
beyond time and space.

[Keywords] Critique of Pure Reason, incompleteness theorems, value of art and its interpretation,
intercultural translation
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