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Running through all the stories, like a
golden thread, is the same thought of the
values of life. They were courage, self-

reliance, independence, integrity and
helpfulness.!
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I began to think what a wonderful childhood
I had had. How I had

seen the whole

frontier, the woods, the Indian country of

the great plains, the frontier towns, the

building of railroads in wild, unsettled
country, homesteading and farmers coming in
to take possession. I realized that I had

seen and lived it all-all the successive

phases of  the frontier, first the
frontiersman, then the pioneer, then the
farmers, and the towns. Then I understood

that in my own life I represented a whole
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period of American History.?
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We’ re humans, and, like it says in the
Declaration of Independence, God created
That means we got to take care

us free.

of ourselves.?
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[Almanzo] ’d rather be like Father than
like anybody else. He did not want to be
like Mr. Paddock, even. Mr. Paddock had
to please a mean man like Mr. Thompson,
or lose the sale of a wagon. Father was
free and independent; if he went out of

his way to please anybody, it was

because he wanted to.’
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I’m eighteen now and I’ve taught three

terms of school, that’s one more than Ma

IEREATEROMEY

taught. I don’t want to teach any more.
I want to be settled this winter in our

own home. *
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“Almanzo, I must ask you something. Do
you want me to promise to obey you?”
Soberly he answered, “Of course not. I
know it is in the wedding ceremony, but
it is only something that women say. I
that did it,

never knew one not any

»

decent man that wanted her to.

“Well, I am not going to say I will
obey you,” said Laura.

“Are you for woman’s right, like Eliza?”
Almanzo asked in surprise.

“No, Laura replied. “I do not want to
vote. But I can not make a promise that
I will not keep, and Almanzo, even, if 1
I do not think I could

tried, obey

anybody against my better judgment.”
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“Eat your breakfast, Laura,” Ma said.

“You must mind your manners, even if we
are a hundred miles from anywhere.
it isn’t good manners to sing at table.
she added,

Or when you're eating, 7

because there was no table.'
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She said that she wanted her girls to
know how to behave, to speak nicely in
low voices and have gentle manners and

always be ladies.'®
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“My first aim will be to clean down (do

you comprehend the full force of the
expression?) —to clean down Moor House
from chamber to cellar; my next to rub it
up with bees—wax, oil, and an indefinite
till it glitters again;

table,

number of cloths,
my third, to arrange every chair,

bed, carpet, with mathematical precision;
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afterwards I shall go near to ruin you in
coals and peat to keep up good fires in
every room; and lastly, the two days
preceding that on which your sisters are
expected will be devoted by Hannah and me
to such a beating of eggs, sorting of

currants, grating of spices, compounding

of Christmas cakes, chopping up of

materials for mince-pies, and solemnising

of other culinary rites, as words can
convey but an inadequate notion of to the
uninitiated like you. My purpose, in short,
is to have all things in an absolutely
perfect state of readiness for Diana and
Mary before next Thursday; and my ambition
is to give them a beau—ideal of a welcome

when they come. ” %
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Now the basque of Mary s best dress was

ready to try on for the last time. It was

5556 %5 (2018)

brown cashmere, lined with brown cambric.
Small brown buttons buttoned it down the
front, and on either side of the buttons
and around the bottom Ma had trimmed it
with a narrow, shirred strip of brown—and-

blue plaid,
threads running through it. A high collar

with red threads and golden

of the plaid was sewed on, and Ma held in

gathered length of white
lace. The

fitted inside the collar, so that it would

her hand a

machine—made lace was to be

fall a little over the top.?
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She had worked six weeks and earned nine
dollars. One dollar had seemed a great
deal of money only six weeks ago, but
now nine dollars was not enough. If she
could have earned only one more week’s
wages, that would have made ten dollars
and a half,

or two weeks would have made

a whole twelve dollars.?
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While

prairie and blue sky],

[Laura] was looking [the green
suddenly into the
sunny green and blue came two brown horses
black

trotting side by side in harness.

tails,
Their

with flowing manes and

brown flanks and shoulders gleamed in the

sunshine, their slender legs stepped

daintily, their necks were arched and

their ears pricked up, and they tossed
their heads proudly as they went by
“0Oh, what beautiful horses!”

“Look, Pa! Look!”

Laura
cried. She turned her

head to watch them as long as she could.®
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“What became of the colts?”
“T sold them.”

Laura inquired
“But Prince and Lady...” Laura hesitated
“I am not criticizing these horses, I just
wondered if anything is wrong with Prince

and Lady.”
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“Nothing is wrong. Lady has a colt and
Prince doesn’ t drive so well without Lady.
I had an offer of three hundred dollars for
the colts, they re a well-matched, well-
broken team and worth it, but you can’ t be
sure of a fair price every day. This team
cost me only two hundred. That’s a clear
gain of a hundred dollars, and I figure I
can sell these for more than they cost me,
T think

it will be fun to break them, don’t you?” %

if I want to, when they re broken.
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“That’s so,” said Pa. “These times are
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