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“Pioneer Girl”
Once upon a time years and years ago, Pa
stopped the horses and the wagon they were
hauling away out on the prairie in Indian
Territory.

“Well Caroline,” he said “here’s the place we've
been looking for. Might as well camp.”

Little House in the Big Woods
Once upon a time, sixty years ago, a little girl
lived in the Big Woods of Wisconsin, in a little
gray house made of logs.

The great, dark trees of the Big Woods stood
all around the house, and beyond them were
other trees and beyond them were more trees.’
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More and more, their literary collaboration
would become fact-based approach versus
Lane’s[Rose’s] polished, dramatic, and
fictionalized one. In Wilder’s autobiographical
work, “truth” would become a battlefield."
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Mr Brown the neighbor from across the creek
stood looking at us. He said Santa Clause
couldn’t cross the creek the night before so left
the presents with him and he swam over that

morning."
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“You don't like golden hair better than brown,
do you?”

Pa’s blue eyes shone down at her, and he said,
“Well, Laura, my hair is brown.”

She had not thought of that. Pa’s hair was
brown, and his whiskers were brown, and she

thought brown was a lovely color."”
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The boys would not talk about it and for a long
time would just sit and stare at nothing. Even
yet they would not play, but wandered around
the house and still seemed strange and

frightened."
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So Mr Thomas went away alone and then Pa
laughed at me and said all Thomas had come for
was to take me. I had refused my first offer of
an escort and I was indignant. If he wanted to
take me why couldn’t he say “Come go with
me!” and not be such a coward. Not that I
wanted to go with him, but I hated to miss the
fun and now Pa and I couldn’t go, but sat home
all the evening."”
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The next week Ernest came for me again. This
time I liked the crowd and the kissing games
less than before. I went through the square
dances better with Ernest’s help but Jennie and
Gaylord spoiled them for me by the remarks
they made about us.

Going home, Ernest pulled the robes higher
around me and forgot to take his arm away. I
was too shy and embarrassed to do anything

about it but I made up my mind not to go again."”
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I hadn't stayed with Nannie very long when one
night I waked from a sound sleep to find Will
leaning over me. I could smell the whisky on his
breath. I sat up quickly.

‘Is Nannie sick, I asked.

“No,” he answered. [ “|lie down and be stilll”

‘Go away quick,’ I said, ‘or I will scream for
Nannie.’

He went and the next day Ma said I could

come home."”
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It is a rather dark picture, not so much
sweetness and light as the other books, but the
next one will be different so perhaps the

contrast will not be bad.”
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We can’t have anyone live with us unless they
are mean people who would not help as the
Masters were, or the hardships will mostly

vanish.”
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“Why, I guess you can,” Ma said doubtfully.
She did not like to see women working in the
fields. Only foreigners did that. Ma and her girls
were Americans, above doing men’s work. But
Laura’s helping with the hay would solve the
problem. She decided, “Yes, Laura, you may.” *
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Mary had liked such work, but now she was
blind and could not do it. Sewing made Laura
feel like flying to pieces. She wanted to scream.
The back of her neck ached and the thread
twisted and knotted. She had to pick out almost
as many stitches as she put in.”
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Laura had never before known that Ma hated
sewing. Her gentle face did not show it now, and
her voice was never exasperated. But her
patience was so tight around her mouth that
Laura knew she hated sewing as much as Laura
did.”

REREBICHHICE SRV, ezl T, £D
A5 < FHLOWT TR B2 1 U 2 LD H
T, RIEFEREDP IO BEOALZRIZED—-F&



B Kot 4587% (2019)

oD TH %,
ZARLDTICEE LWRIE, BEBLT, Fv—
IVADHTR AR D IE DI T E TN e S W
I3 5 & XK TH o Tz, The Long Winter Tl
HEDICEDHLVDOT, ~REIMTHTI T &I
L. Z57%% & Hitlzbid#Ricii 2 eick %,

“You and Carrie’ll be going to school tomorrow.”
Her voice was glad.

Laura did not say anything. No one knew how
she dreaded meeting strangers. No one knew of
the fluttering in her breast and the gone feeling
in her stomach when she had to meet them. She
didn’t like town; she didn’t want to go to school.

It was so unfair that she had to go! Mary
wanted to be a schoolteacher, but she couldn’t
be because she was blind. Laura didn’t want to
teach, but she must do it to please Ma.”
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Those girls would not play with boy, of course.
She did not know why she had done such a
thing and she was ashamed, fearful of what
these girls must be thinking of her.”
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‘I wish we weren’t too big now,” she said. “I
don't think it’s any fun being a young lady.” *
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But when Monday came Laura was cross
because her red flannel underwear was so hot
and scratchy.

It made her back itch, and her neck, and her
wrists, and where it was folded around her
ankles, under her stockings and shoe-tops, that
red flannel almost drove her crazy.”

HOFHIRZ S TELL EWVS O—F DEEETIC
&, BHEFFLTANT, a—SBHh A THImE
ATREVWEITERO SN, TNETLDOTDH
BRELICOWVT, BHC KB IRAOF0HZH D |
e, 25 iE9 T “Pioneer Girl” IidEMhN
TESHT, [P —Z U T 2Bz 5hiz
EDZ, DEDTHIWVoT2T AV DR ER,
BNERBANOT Y F 75—, OBICEXMNICH
AENTT—<DUEDEVZ LI,
BERMICHASNET—<EE213, BEEDE
(AR &MY TH B, T LR L TAKEEY
EWVSTEEERLTWVS, TOSENRIICHT
KBDETV—X2/EH, 0—F5DRIZEZT IV
UV I AN E— DY Z i\ 2 Farmer Boy
DOEFIGHTH D, TNREO—F DI TR AEVDN S,
AR “Pioneer Girl” OBEFHIITIZWOFHD TH 5.
FERIED 7 TA Y 7 AT, TIVI IV Y/DEN
RO X 5 mBERICE S D, ITOEHE T THEAI
BHEHOFREH NIz &, REFZRTFEHTT,



[RAF =T A=W IPS[NERFKY ) — X I~DYET

You'd have to depend on other folks, son, in
town. Everything you got, you'd get from other
folks.

“A farmer depends on himself, and the land and
the weather. If you're a farmer, you raise what
you eat, you raise what you wear, and you keep
warm with wood out of your own timber. You
work as you please, and no man can tell you to
go or come. You'll be free and independent, son,

on a farm.” *
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“I've been thinking,” she said. “I don’t want to
marry a farmer. I have always said I never
would. I do wish you would do something else.
There are chances in town now while it is so
new and growing.”

Again there was a little silence; then Manly
[Almanzo] asked, “Why don’t you want to marry
a farmer?” And Laura replied, “Because a farm is
such a hard place for a woman. There are so
many chores for her to do, and harvest help and
threshers to cook for. Besides a farmer never

has any money.*
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“Because,” said Pa, “we’re not animals. We're
humans, and, like it says in the Declaration of
Independence, God created us free. That means

we got to take care of ourselves.”
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“Almanzo,” Royal said solemnly, “if I let you lose
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your fool self out on these prairies, what'll I say
to Father and Mother?”

“You tell ‘em you had nothing to say about it,
Roy,” Almanzo answered. “I'm free, white, and
twenty-one . . . or as good as. Anyway, this is a
free country and I'm free and independent. I do
as I please.”
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“That wheat’s mine and I've got a right to
charge any price I want to for it.”

“That’s so, Loftus, you have,” Mr. Ingalls agreed
with him. “This is a free country and everyman’s
got a right to do as he pleases with his own
property.” He said to the crowd, “You know
that's a fact, boys,” and he went on. “Don’t forget
every one of us is free and independent, Loftus.
This winter won't last forever and maybe you
want to go on doing business after it’s over.”

“Threatening me, are you?” Mr. Loftus
demanded.

“We don’t need to,” Mr. Ingalls replied. “It’s a
plain fact. If you've got a right to do as you
please, we've got a right to do as we please. It

works both ways.”
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“That’s not my lookout,” said Mr. Anderson,
“Nobody’s responsible for other folks that
haven't got enough forethought to take care of
themselves.”
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Anybody knew that no two men were alike.
You could measure cloth with a yardstick, or
distance by miles, but you could not lump men
together and measure them by any rule. Brains
and character did not depend on anything but
the man himself. Some men did not have the
sense at sixty that some had at sixteen. And
Almanzo considered that he was as good, any

day, as any man twenty-one years old.”
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“I'm aiming to go far West in the spring,” he
said, “This here country, it’s too settled-up for
me. The politicians are a-swarming in already,
and ma’am if'n there’s any worst pest than
grasshoppers it surely is politicians. Why, they’ll

tax the lining out'n a man'’s pockets to keep up
these here county-seat towns! I don’t see nary
use for a county, nohow. We all got along happy
and content without ‘em."
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Gosh, I'd forgotten there was such a farming
country in the U.S. And my God it is a ruined
country. Being sold out on taxes. Fifty of these
wonderful farms now advertised for tax sale.
Many already have been sold and the rest just
hanging on. Will not be able to last much
longer. Haven't made any profit on their farms

for 10 years now."
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And whenever they succeed, and do increase
the Government’s use of force, they reduce the
area of every American’s free action. They
decrease the productive use of energy in this
country. And they weaken the only legal
protection of every American’s property and
liberty and life.”
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Human energy works to supply human needs
and satisfy human desires, only when, and
where, and precisely to the extent that men
know they are free. It works effectively only to
the extent that Government is weak, so that
individuals are least prevented from acting
freely, from using their energy of body and

mind under their own individual control.*”
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