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Investigation into Japanese tweets with the hashtag ILoveKorea
By Yuhiro MIZUNUMA

[abstract] In Japan, there are many hate speech posts directed toward minority people, especially an-
ti-Korean hate speech posts, on social media, including Twitter. However, in July 2019, a new move-
ment occurred. It was the “ILoveKorea” movement, and thousands of tweets have been posted by
Japanese Twitter users with the hashtag “IlloveKorea.” Almost all such tweets were posted with not
only the hashtag but also positive sentences on Korea. In this paper, the tendency of such tweets
was investigated by considering the user who posted the tweets and the contents of the tweets. We
obtained 8,248 tweets posted with the hashtag “ILoveKorea” (henceforth, “ILoveKorea tweets”), 10,309
tweets posted with the hashtag “IHateKorea” (henceforth, “IHateKorea tweets”), and 4,401 tweets
which randomly selected among the tweet posted in the August 7th, and compared them. It was
found that ILoveKorea tweets were posted by the lighter user of Twitter. It was also discovered that
the ILoveKorea tweets were posted with positive sentences on their favorite Korean things such as

Korean cuisine, K-pop, and user experience such as “I was helped by Korean people in Korea.”

[keywords] Social media, Anti-hate-speech, Text mining



