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Abstract : Place branding studies have suggested that various actors (sub-
jects) play an important role in a community. However, knowledge of inter-
nal processes through interactions with regions remains a challenge with re-
gard to actors (strangers) from external regions. Therefore, in this study, a
modified grounded theory approach-based (M-GTA) analysis was conducted
on regional support workers who work in hilly and mountainous areas as ex-
ternal human resources. As a result of the analysis, it became clear that the
process of transformation of external human resources leads to a self-trans-
formation (like a mirror) of the regions involved through an understanding
of experiences and trial and error. These results showed the reality of the
transformation of external actors who contribute to place branding.

Keywords - Local Vitalization Cooperator, Place Blanding, Modified Grounded The-
ory Approach
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