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Old Spencer next, warm'd with Poetick Rage,
In Antick Tales amus’d a barbrous Age;

An Age that yet uncultivate and rude,
Where-e’er the Poet’s Fancy led, pursu'd
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Thro’ pathless Fields, and unfrequented Floods,
To Dens of Dragons, and enchanted Woods.
But now the Mystick Tale, that pleas'd of Yore,
Can Charm an understanding Age no more;
The long-spun Allegories fulsom grow,
While the dull Moral lies too plain below.
We view well-pleas’d at distance all the Sights
Of Arms and Palfreys, Battels, Fields and Fights,
And Damsels in Distress, and Courteous Knights.
But when we look too near, the Shades decay,
And all the pleasing Lan-skip fades away.

(1. 17-31)
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On thother side in one consort there sate,

Cruell Reuenge, and rancorous Despight,

Disloyail Treason, and hart-burning Hate,

But gnawing Gealosy out of their sight

Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight,

And trembling Feare still to and fro did fly,

And found no place, wher safe he shroud him might,

Lamenting Sorrow did in darknes lye.

And shame his vgly face did hide from liuing eye.
(IL vii. 22)
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Now from all Parts the swelling Kennels flow;

And bear their Trophies with them as they go:

Filth of all Hues and Odours seem to tell

What Street they sail'd from, by their Sight and Smell.
They, as each Torrent drives, with rapid Force

From Smithfield or St. Pulchre’s shape their Course,
And in huge Confluent join'd at Snow-Hill Ridge,

Fall from the Conduit prone to Holborn-Bridge.
Sweepings from Butchers Stalls, Dung, Guts, and Blood
Drown’d Puppies, stinking Sprats, all drench’d in Mud,
Dead Cats and Turnip-Tops come tumbling down the

Flood. (I. 53-63)
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In ev'ry Town, where Thamis rolls his Tyde,

A narrow Pass there is, with Houses low;

Where ever and anon, the Stream is ey’d,

And many a Boat soft sliding to and fro.

There oft’” are heard the Notes of Infant Woe,

The short thick Sob, loud Scream, and shriller Squall:
How can ye, Mothers, vex your Children so?

Some play, some eat, some cack against the Wall,
And as they crouchen low, for Bread and Butter call.

(I 1-9)
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And on the broken Pavement here and there,

Doth many a stinking Sprat and Herring lie;

A Brandy and Tobacco shop is near,

And Hens, and Dogs, and Hogs are feeding by;

And here a Sailor’s Jacket hangs to dry:

At ev'ry Door are Sun-burnt Matrons seen,

Mending old Nets to catch the scaly Fry;

Now singing shrill, and scolding eft between,

Scolds answer foul-mouth’'d Scolds; bad Neighbourhood
I ween. (1. 10-18)
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The snappish Cur, (the Passengers annoy)

Close at my Heel with yelping Treble flies;

The whimp'ring Girl, and hoarser-screaming Boy,

Join to the yelping Treble shrilling Cries;

The scolding Quean to louder Notes doth rise,

And her full Pipes those shrilling Cries confound:

To her full Pipes the grunting Hog replies;

The grunting Hogs alarm the Neighbours round,

And Curs, Girls, Boys, and Scolds, in the deep Base are

drown’d. (IL 19-27)
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(1. 19-27)
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The ioyous birdes shrouded in chearefall shade,
Their notes vnto die voice attempred sweet;
Th'Angelicall soft trembling voyces made

To th'instruments diuine respondence meet:
The siluer sounding instruments did meet

With the base murmure of the waters fall:

The waters fall with difference discreet,

Now soft, now loud, vnto the wind did call:
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The gentie warbling wind low answered to all.

(IL xii. 71)
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The joyous Birds, hid under green-wood Shade,

Sung merry Notes on ev'ry Branch and Bough;

The Wind, that in the Leaves and Waters play'd,

With Murmurs sweet now sung, and whistled now:

Ceased the Birds, the Wind loud Answer made,

And while they sung, it rumbled soft and low;

Thus, were it Hap or Cunning, Chance or Art,

The Wind in this strange Music bore it’s Part.
(16:12)
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Hard by a Sty, beneath a Roof of Thatch,

Dwelt Obloquy, who in her early Days

Baskets of Fish at Billingsgate did watch,

Cod, Whiting, Oyster, Mackrel, Sprat, or Plaice:

There learn’d she Speech from Tongues that never

cease.

Slander beside her, like a Magpie, chatters,

With Envy, (spitting Cat) dread Foe to Peace;

Like a curs'd Cur, Malice before her clatters,

And vexing ev'ry Wight, tears Cloaths and all to Tatters.
(I1. 28-36)
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By that way’s side there sat infernal Pain,

And fast beside him sat tumultuous Strife;

The one in hand an iron whip did strain,

The other brandished a bloody knife;

And both did gnash their teeth, and both did
threaten life.

(IL vii. 21)
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Her Dugs were mark'd by ev'ry Collier’s Hand,
Her Mouth was black as Bull-Dogs at the Stall:
She scratched, bit, and spar’d nor Lace nor Band,
And Bitch and Rogue her Answer was at all;
Nay, e’en the Parts of Shame by Name would call:
Whene'er she passed by a Lane or Nook,
Would greet the Man who turn’d him to the Wall,
And by his Hand obscene the Porter took,
Nor ever did askance like modest Virgin look.

(1. 37-45)
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Such Place hath Deptford, Navy-building Town,
Woolwich and Wapping, smelling strong of Pitch;
Such Lambeth, Envy of each Band and Gown,

And Twick'nam such, which fairer Scenes enrich
Grots, Statues, Urns, and Jo—n'’s Dog and Bitch:

Ne Village is without, on either side,

All up the silver Thames, or all a down;

Ne Richmond’s self, from whose tall Front are ey'd
Vales, Spires, meandring Streams, and Windsor’s

tow'ry Pride.
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