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Assignments in Teaching English at Public Elementary Schools

0 Abstractd InI110 the Central Council for Education submitted the first report which introduced a

five—day school week in fiscal IT1] and at the same time the" Period for Integrated Study”; educa-
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tion that responds to societal changes resulting from internationalization, information and advances in
scientific technology. According to the report, the' Period for Integrated Study” will be added to the
existing subjects and elementary schools will provide hands—on learning activities to expose children
to foreign languages and help them get familiar with foreign life and culture. After much discussion
on experimental practices at Monbusho designated schools, two basic questions came out; one is the
definition of English and the other is the purpose of English education at elementary schools; teach-
ing English or education for International Understanding. In this paper, after reviewing the discus-
sions in introducing English at elementary schools and the history of education for International Un-
derstanding in Japan, the author proposes that the purpose of English teaching at the elementary
school level should be learning about diversity, different viewpointsiangles and communication to
prepare for multi-cultural societies.

0 Key WordsOEnglish education, public elementary school, education for International Understanding,
learning about diversity,



