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R1 HEShAFERECE, RERSIVCEHRELE

AR | FERER | RN | FECBIMG ok (6) | FEEINRAE | BRI Ol iR
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[Title] Reliability of Japanese stillbirth statistics and an estimation of stillbirth rates in the late
Meiji period,
By Kazunori Murakoshi

[Abstract] It has been assumed that the statistics on birth and death of the 1890s is reliable because
Japanese death-registration system worked efficiently in this period. This assumption is generally ac-
cepted by historical demographers. In this paper I discussed its validity with respect to stillbirth sta-
tistics. First, based on the fact that midwives, in addition to doctors, became official certifiers of still-
birth in 1901, I claim that the increase in the number of certifiers should reduce cases of unregis-
tered stillbirth infants. Second, I substantiated this claim by examining the trend of stillbirth and neo-
natal death rates, which implied under—registration of stillbirth during the period from 1899 to 1902.
Finally, I estimated that 13.1% of stillbirth infants were not registered in 1899, when midwives were

not allowed to certificate stillbirth, and claim that stillbirth statistics became more reliable in 1903.

[Keyword] Meiji period, historical demography, neonatal mortality rate, stillbirth rates, estimation



