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The process of planning the Health Inspection in Rural Areas: A survey of the roles of the Divi-
sional Projects and the Arrangement Meetings of the Project Managers in the Investigation
Committees for Health Inspection,

By Kazunori Murakoshi

[Abstract] It is widely assumed that the seventh division of the Investigation Committees for
Health Inspection (ICHI) first planed the Health Inspection in Rural Areas (HIRA) on the basis of
the field survey which Professor Miyairi conducted in Yamanashi prefecture. Although this as-
sumption allegedly follows Mr. Nikaido’s reflections on his work as a member of ICHI, his descrip-
tions do not seem to have come under close scrutiny. This paper analyzes the process of planning
HIRA by examining the official minutes of ICHI and claims the following four points.

(1) The seventh division project was initially launched only to authorize a survey of parasitic in-
fections in Yamanashi prefecture, which was what Miyairi planed and practiced. The project
undertook no other activity until HIRA.

(2) It was the arrangement meeting of project managers which integrated the results of the stud-
ies and discussions in individual divisional projects and planned HIRA.

(3) Therefore the assumption based on Nikaido’s reflections proves to be incorrect.

(4) The HIRA program planed at the arrangement meeting should be applicable not only to rural
areas but also to urban areas.

[Keyword] Taisho period, Investigation Committees for Health Inspection, Health Inspection in
Rural Areas, Miyairi Keinosuke, Nikaido Yasunori



