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Research on cultural activities related situations of regional revitalization, which not only support economic
ripple effects but also creative activities in communities

EDAGAWA, Akitoshi

Tokyo National University of fine arts and music

[Abstract] Although it was traditionally thought that economic activities were immune to matters of culture, the
improvement of economic development bases including cultural factors has recently been advocated. According
to Throsby, cultural assets are defined as cultural properties that have both economic and cultural value, and the
accumulation of cultural properties is essential for sustained development of regional society. The total economic
scale of cultural activities in Japan is estimated to be at least approximately JPY 1 trillion just in organizing
costs. This is comparable to mining on an industrial scale. Furthermore, if a rippling economic effect is included,
organizing costs would be approximately JPY 3.7 trillion. Cultural activities not only support economic ripple
effects but also creative activities in communities, where the effect to facilitate creation and emergence of new
businesses has been discovered. To achieve this, it is necessary for community residents to act on their opinions,
and to develop an environment to support such actions.

On the other hand, though, it can be pointed out that effective means are not always implemented. This is
because a quantifiable economic ripple effect is not rooted in the consciousness of the local hosts, and that the
relationship between cultural programs and economic activation is not fully understood by responsible
organizations. Coordination between local hosts, departments responsible for local industries, and organizations
that are closely related to local industries, such as the chamber of commerce, is not adequate. However, with an
awareness that cultural aspects are essential for regional development, further activities by both responsible
departments and nonprofit organizations (NPOs) are needed in order to utilize “historical cultural resources,” an
important factor for public policy that is closely linked to urban regeneration and town development.

In particular, NPOs provide products and services that are normally difficult to provide commercially purely
by economic means closely related to regional society through culture/medical care/environment and profit. This
is the release of the nonprofit sector that has been conventionally dominated by the public sector. This is also
decentralization. Therefore, it is necessary to discuss this in the context of further evolution of decentralization

of authority.

[Key Words] Cultural activity, Regional revitalization, Economic ripple effects, Nonprofit organization





