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A Study on the Situation of Cultural and Artistic Activities in Japan, with a Focus on Amateur Activities and Related
Expenses

EDAGAWA, Akitoshi

Tokyo National University of Arts

[Abstract] As has already been reported, cultural activities are utilized in various forms for the revitalization
of local communities, as “cultural resources” and important elements linked to the rejuvenation of cities
(“machi zukuri,” or town development), which are targeted by public policies based on a recognition that
cultural aspects are essential for local development. The presenter conducted a survey on historical cultural
resources, and reported on it at this conference. In this process, the presenter learned that non-professional
(amateur) cultural and artistic groups were acting on a scale beyond expectation, and making contribu-

tions to the revitalization of local communities. On the other hand, amateur-based activities suffered limita-
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tions, particularly in financial aspects. Therefore, another survey was conducted to identify the scale of ama-
teur cultural and artistic activities, through nationwide sampling of solely amateur activities. In this survey,
some 600 activity groups were selected from across the nation, about half of which responded. This high re-
sponse rate was made possible through the cooperation of the Cultural Affairs Agency and other bodies,
and gave a highly accurate representation of the scale of amateur group activities. The survey indicated
that the average expenses for annual cultural activities undertaken in Japan stood at 5,129,000 yen. The
mean value was 3,110,000 yen in 2007. Although local citizens are impacted mentally as well as economically
by the deteriorating employment situation, they are mentally encouraged by artistic and cultural activities.
Moreover, there have been a growing number of cases where local communities are revitalized by artistic

and cultural activities.

[Key words] Amateur-based cultural and artistic activities, The revitalization of local communities, Cultural

resources, Town development, The expenses for annual cultural activities



