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How did American fourth graders watch Japanese animation in Japanese?
—A study based on degree of attention and children’s responses on a questionnaire—

Mieko TSUKAMOTO

[Abstract] The twenty-first century is called the era of “visual image”, due to the extensive use of all kinds of
visual media used in schools. This study focuses on how well children understand visual images in a foreign
language. The research conducted is based on Paivio's dual-code theory, which uses both visual and verbal
codes for representing information and for organizing incoming information into knowledge. The test groups
in the study were American fourth graders enrolled at three different schools: (1) a Japanese-English
bilingual program, (2) a Spanish-English immersion program, and (3) a private school program. The
students watched a Japanese animated film, first in Japanese and then in English. The analysis of their
viewing records and a self-questionnaire with a formative research indicated that all the children watched
the 13 -minute animation with a high degree of attention (more than 60% of each scene) without
understanding the language. On the other hand, a scene with the highest degree of attention failed to match

the children’s self-indicated responses on the questionnaire as the “the most impressive scene”.

[Key Words] visual image, viewing research, the degree of attention, understanding, elementary school child,

Japan-United States comparison



