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A hypothesis regarding the fertility of Samurai during the Tokugawa period,
Kazunori MURAKOSHI

[Abstract] This paper proposes a hypothesis regarding the fertility of the Tokugawa Samurai class and
regarding the social mobility of commoners adopted or married by members of this class, which was the
basis of the stability of Samurai society. I first summarise the pyramidal structure of Tokugawa Samurai
Society and then discuss the law enacted by the Tokugawa Shogunate and local governments to govern
Samurai succession during the first half of the seventeenth century. I interpret this law as meaning that
each Samurai had to produce and educate children and designate one child as his successor to work in the
government as a Samurai. The fertility of the Samurai was thus the basis of the continuation of this society.
Next, I review studies of Samurai fertility and social mobility and propose the following hypothesis: the net
reproduction rate (NRR) of Samurai in the highest class was greater than one (NPR >1), that of Samurai in
the high and middle classes was equal to one (NPR = 1), and that in the lowest class was less than one

(NPR <1). Given that these values would maintain the size of Samurai society, it would follow that children
born into the highest class who were not designated as successors or chosen as wives by Samurai in this
class must have moved to the high class as adoptees or wives; that many children born into the high or
middle order were adopted by, or married to, those in these classes; and that many Samurai in the low order
had to select adoptees and/or wives from the class of commoners because of an inability to reproduce

sufficient numbers of candidates for these positions themselves.

[Key Words] Tokugawa period / Samurai population / Net reproduction rate/ Fertility / Social mobility



